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EDITORIAL 

I have had a number of comments regarding the recent enclosures 
to Just Cause mailings, titled "Cowflop Quarterly." CQ is a publication 
of Robert Todd, a long-time researcher of government UFO matters and 
valuable advisor to CAUS since Just Cause began. It presents an alternative 
viewpoint to the standard thinking which goes on in the UFO community. 
It is, as one can clearly see, quite critical of UFO claims and reflects 
an unhappiness with the current state of affairs within UFOlogy. Just 
Cause has lamented this fact as well since the MJ-12 days of about eight 
years ago. This editor was once as enthused about the possibilities for 
progress in UFO research as the most ardent boosters are today. It is 
now a chore to be excited about current events, as problem-riddled as they 
are today. CAUS has resorted to historical research in an effort to re­
construct the base for what now exists to see what went wrong. Many new 
things are coming to light. Cowflop Quarterly explores these historical 
matters too, with the impact of a firecracker under one's seat! Perhaps 
that's what's needed to set things straight. 

A CLARIFICATION 

In the last number of Just Cause, June 1995, the GAO was unjustly 
criticized for not having mentioned the Vandenberg desk logs in their 
report. In a small extract of the log that I have, a July 7, 1947 entry 
discusses a downed flying disc in the newspapers when in fact a more 
complete version mailed to me shows it to be a hoaxed Texas disc rather 
than one from Roswell. Vandenberg's logs indicated no discu&sion of 
Roswell during the period. Apologies to the GAO. Moral: Never read things 
quickly! 

FULL AIR FORCE ROSWELL REPORT NOW AVAILABLE 

The Government Printing Office has published the complete Air Force 
report on the Roswell incident. Titled, "The Roswell Report: Fact vs Fiction 
in the New Mexico Desert," the release is a massive, telephone book-sized 
tome consisting largely of attachments to the original Air Force report 
released in September 1994. 



It is a remarkable situation that the government is going to the 
trouble of publishing such things. _This document rivals the publishe d 
version of the Condon Report in size but it is only on one case! It 
dispels any notion that the Air Force effort was superficial in scope, 
whether or not one agrees with the conclusion that Project Mogul was 
responsible for the Roswell debris. Remember that the Air Force was 
looking for hard evidence for the Roswell incident. One criticism of 
the Air Force investigation was that they did not interview the key 
witnesses claiming that the Roswell object was a spaceship. Extensive 
interviews are already on the record for these witnesses and were availablE 
to the Air Force. None offered hard evidence for an alien conclusion. 
However, the potential for hard evidence did exist for the Project Mogul 
suggestion from individuals not extensively interviewed by the UFO comm­
unity to that time, people who were involved in Mogul activities. They 
provided a great deal of interesting background on those times. No 
smoking gun conclusions but a reasonable doubt existed about aliens being 
the answer. In the absence of alien evidence, the Air Force opted for 
Mogul. Talk is not going to prove extraterrestrials. 

"The Roswell Report" is a must for anyone interested in government 
studies of UFOs. 

Write: Superintendent of Documents; Mail Stop: SSOP; Washington, 
D.c. 20402. 

PROJECT 1947 CONTINUES 

Currently, through the efforts of Jan Aldrich, over 3300 news ­
papers have been scanned for stories on the 1947 UFO wave. Aldrich is 
preparing for another expedition into the southern states in coming 
months. Unfortunately, due to the withdrawl of a substantial amount of 
funding for future searches, Aldrich's efforts will slow do wn signif ­
icantly by the beginning of 1996, with a fair number of areas yet to 
be covered. 

Parties interested in seeing this project brought further along 
should contact Aldrich at: Box 391; Canterbury, Ct. 06331. 

This is the greatest search effort ever conducted by a s mall 
number of people on a UFO wave. It would be a shame to see it hampered 
by political wranglings and lack of funds. Aldrich's work can be supp­
lemented, even accelerated, by person's in selected areas who can con­
duct searches in newspapers or vertical files. Aldrich has comprehensive 
knowledge of where such holdings exist to aid potential researc hers. 

NEW EARLY AIRSHIP FLAP DISCOVERED 

As historical research continues into the pre-Arnold years for 
examples of strange aerial phenomena, a new airship flap has become 
evident during April 1917 in central New England. 

The flap began with the appearance of a mystery airplane on April 
14th, flying west over the bridge connecting Portsmouth, New Hampshire 
to Kittery, Maine. The aircraft was said to have been traveling down the 
Piscataqua River between two and three AM and its sound alerted three 
guards from the "L" Company of the Sixth Massachusetts National Guard 
(The reason for the guard being that the U.S. had recently entered World 
War I and concern existed that German sabateurs were operating in the 
area. ). 

As the object was visually detected circling high and as it appeared 
to descend toward the bridge, the guard at Post 1, upon the suggestion 
of the corporal on duty, opened fire. The aircraft immediately reversed 
course and moved up the river (Manchester, N.H. Union, 4-14-17). 
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Because the incident occurred near one of the most important 
naval facilities on the Atlantic coast (the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard), 
a general alert was sent through rnilitary channels to determine the 
source of the aircraft. 

Apparently the vehicle was not a figment of someone's imagination 
because reports of it having been seen just prior to the Portsmouth 
overflight soon filtered in. Twenty miles inland, at Rochester, New 
Hampshire, sightings of a "strange airplane" were reported (Manchester 
Union, 4-14-17). 

Between :00 and 1:15 AM, Night Officer Ferdinand Sylvain was 
patrolling his beat and heard the purr of a motor overhead. The.noise 
was loud enough to cause dogs to bark and thus a number of citizens were 
awakened by the commotion. The object was never seen by Sylvain but he 
was certain that it was an aerial vehicle heading south towards Portsmouth 
(Por tsmouth, N.H. Herald, 4-14). 

One who did see it was James Walker, a motorman on the Dover Roches­
ter and Somerworth Street railway. Walker alerted his passengers to the 
aircraft, which was flying high and heading north. He said it appeared 
at first like a toy balloon surrounded by a circle of smoke. He stopped 
the car and paused for several seconds for a clearer view. Walker then 
was convinced it was an aeroplane circling at great he ight and belching 
dense smoke from either side and the rear. It disappeared into heavy 
clouds (Foster's Daily Democrat, Dover, N.H., 4-14). 

On the same day that the reports of the Portsmou t h aircraft appeared, 
the Foster's Daily Democrat reported that a mystery aircraft was heard 
on April 12th by a number of Dover, N.H. residents at 1 AM. The witnesses 
did not report the April 12th incident at first because their impression 
was that the whirring noise was perhaps attributed to the flapping of 
wings from a flock of geese. When the reports of the Portsmouth visitor 
were published, all of the residents became convinced that an aircraft 
had visited the area. 

Milton, N.H. residents then reported seeing "an airship" for two 
to three nights prior t April 17th, flying over Milton at 8:00 PM 
(Rochester, N.H. Courier, 4-20). 

Again on the 14th residents of Manchester, N.H. reported a "myster­
ious airplane" circling for more than ha lf an hour over the outskirts 
of East Manchester just before 10:00 PM. Some heard the distinct noise 
of a whirring propeller for stretches of ten minutes, louder at times 
than others, suggesting a circling maneuver. One witness, Mr. J.M. Bennett, 
said he could easily see the object during this time from the corner of 
Valley and Cypre ss Streets. He thought that the machine was more "covered 
in" than the average flying machine. Another resident, Mrs. Clara Huse, 
declared that her family could hear the "unmistakable whir of an airship" 
(Manchester, N.H. Union, 4-17). 

Portsmouth was visited again by the airship on April 16th. A half 
dozen guards on different bridges reported a machine circling the property 
of the Colonial Paper Company three times at about 11:20 PM. The .guards 
reported the mysterious machine to the naval station, with the government 
stating that the report would be checked (Portsmouth Herald, 4-17)(Boston 
American, 4-17). 

The mystery airplane visited Barnstead, N.H. on the 17th with re­
sidents calling naval authorities about an overflight at 10:00 PM. Coast 
Guard stations reported that the craft had been seen earlier in the evening 
elsewhere (Lowell, Ma. Sun, 4-18). 

Reports continued into the 18th. A Dover, N.H. man, Fred White, saw 
a mystery airplane at 5:15AM while on his way to work. He was alerted 
to the vehicle by a noise he described as like the "continuous discharge 
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I ----
A Portsmouth gu:udsma.n, iB report-

{ll'} as follows: • 'It was &n actual thing. 
At oonsidornble height it swam in the 
uppAr nir. I was aatonished at its 
sito! Whilo I was loolriitg· there O&me 
t.·ho woll known slat; llfut . of ·a mot<ir. 
As it s~ttoo to. m~ve up' the river, I let 
~ ~ sh.ot.' • . · 4.. well . kno~ r~~t .. •t 
~dtr.!'fU.tor a?ys: , '/.r~··av~~-~~ .. ~H'i­
ttn~, wldo rtugs m . ~~e . '. aet1l{~~~. 
;rhcto ·. WI~ nbthitii' ·.unO'i.ilnY. ~ MiOur: if:. 
. 'l'hi& -ui"'ti <lr~med lxJ~~~.-m~rni_nr;· :that 
ha · .. ~~~ - ·ch'asod bi: .. .- .'P.Jan~ :-~o;::~ 
leggeu ~.'ton.tO.ns_ .... : A· W~ii.~8i91l.; ·&~t 

-W\)t"Qa~ · stat~ • .- ilint,< ~; '~h(9ther.:·n1Q-ht'! 

Go>~N~~ 
11-p/'-1/l r ;

1 
1r17 

liRE 
,AT STRANGE~ 
AVIATOR ·~ .suo ·heartl 'a. noiBe ' ~V<JTht'iatl.Jlke :a'· ooP.,­

.tirluiJ4.:.iltippint . of :W~~ -{the·· .• d 
:was··. 80 · <1 t.c~tiMt \lie_ ·woke:. !l.4lt~·~~·~4.· . 
. ~tid. ~~e<l ·!! .~d·_"ee~,~~~~t?!tf:·.~~;_t~•: 
R~on. . . . . . , --... ·.-· ." ... : .. :_. ,,_ ;." ·.: · . .:r <f· ·; . -
::·.;·or 1~tb, ·· ti~v(h.. p~pl~:a.~~:~~-·~ co~n~r~n~~~is~~ ~~:::Ci~!tu j 
gM.·ors: Dld:-y011 .ffv~:i:h.., t-~~g· : gua.rd!llWl, on sentry duty ~ a 

1 lik(t :_ t.hnt;? , But·:·the .~::().f .. :Qov.·er · strat~c point neu here . fired 
d<?tl't cl\re .. . ·. 'fhey'. ~re 10 .t~t .. ~Jll/ tlu~lr ' t"'·o ~hots tO<U~- at an ac;l'Oplaue I 
pr'incliilos_ ... 8.n.d So.'"Je&!ou~ Qf~t:tfeif''l'~~.. : whit'h (~~. flymg high and 1 
.t~ti?~ · f<lr h~~~(~~~k-ipt~·.:~P.~. i swt£tly, ~~tly ~. ~pl 
<Mt-ty_~ - of th~tnsolv.-~, ·· B . ijttltt1l.9u,r.:·~ik~ and_ ~~r. 
tha.t"·<loOS"n't hurt a; :bik·.~. JVll&~;..~DQ.Ye,. ' Tb.t nlator p&ld DO att~tl011 to tlu 

rohlly Wl\ntS ail_d : po.:ti~ .torT . ~\~:-.:' fdl. ellet.L 0a ••• .-aJliollltp tllal · tbe r 

air .· lmt·ile. : .A.· ,~4J,Bh~##:·:r~~~J:-~•} ::::'bla"~.':";' ~ r':";.~•· .:--7:~ 'I 
1 'DOYCr ,,· thUl~'ll- lt . wanta: .. &.".~g aerial lutra4n .,..... .... .-41ately 

...... ot, ln1 t. \Vhri.t ii ..ift 'ly:. n ... ~.· ..J.; ·-I··J \ 10. ' m.:: e' lel•~ed to tl•• rw.rct. Reply .... 
t"V J~ UUU~ 1 r&eel'f'et.l that no I"''••rnca••t war 

o.lilii.r.i.cl() of lin\ e.'.' /Thii .. ~--~Uli·:i .. oufii lll&dlu ..... 11,., •• rrotio tile ... , 

~!! · woll as urik:ib.d. ·.' .:_ '-:-:"·:·.·(:·: ~ _.:)·\. ~··:. ,:· y~!. .u .. lnat!OII or .o.-.rwnent I 
; A', mau whQ&e nerTeS 'l~·-b.:~~ ·6n ' macllln ... from til• ('tOe In ere~ I h• l 

'1\'heh nu~king ·the ~p ···t(i:;])dWf' tellS 

1 

.. ,..,er,. .. to -th• td•n•ll,. eDd pur - 1 
· ... . ·. ·' · poe.e or thto .a" lato :- 1 

tllO . following 'sfury of .- ,a ': teoont~;·ret,llfll On .-.c.nf nt•hl• the P<>llce heve . 

ho.irH~Wlmi;_ •.'Jt was. _· 'fieif ··be.· .;l()nd.'ih". ~por t ed b.urlniJ tb• whtr or an i 
ol .,._. .., laeropla . .ru rnotor from abo,·e , aa l 

~tthurh£u\ hod ' iiui~. whe'If 'l ·~.tO- ilia tb.OUIJh • ma c b.lnt wu beln.a driven I 
·· · ~t a !ut rate oYer the eltJ . But 

Whittier bridge:·,· .. ;.. ton~ ft\int ' and JOtt I'D the d&rl.ll .... non• or tbe pol~ ha4 
• · • • · • bf'~n abh to O~• c ry the rn.a~hlne It· 

in _t.h~ air mn.do_tn(llook. up.· ~y · ~vas "'r. 1 
· · • · · · T But L orpor-a.t Davia wa1 abk to ... 

ru.s(.f'l.Wd on . a movmg' obje9t. 'tlui.t t: a.t I !hlP urOI'Ian• . ·~· ti m• b•lniJ a! tor I 
IJll<!O hxiognizod aa an .air ship . .. :At the ! l ;-h~. io m:rh <PHUlaliO il ..-hethn I 
tr.p ' ~"s . .... dl'"'d""m' . ot s· ~A ...... · •· ., Som'· e•hing ' thor• •• ""Y mhch l tr br.wina In tbl• 
'V n~ .., Q ,;J W.I.D . " n 1.;ht · n > l l l b b) a n unkuo-... n aviator . 

haey -hung beneath." · · · : -'.·. -· ._. ~·-· . 

: · Ma~y ·.P~PJo ; have con~~ · ~pine 
(l() ti\ p laiti titb·o m, COt:Ls ta~ tly . loo rrum. ·up. 
TJ~t iS, 'f\Of_all.. :.: ~he' o~erb in th~~T~ 
Cent ·store- are 'deinbt&J.ized ·. With oalit~ 
for tel~li@c:c)'Pee.,·:· some '·t~ are ·e_~-

. od, t.l:uf;·t · i1 . ~jie of· the . air plane . ~w 
!thould fn.ll overboard, be migilt cripple a 
J;llOmhor of tho nigllt watah. This is 1!l 
nut for tho mayor to ma..c:h his' thumbs 

·with.. We are a ' tru.<~ting and ohild-

l
ltiku I-*'<>Plc, and so nmy bo in more 
dan~cr than folks of surrounding towns. 
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of a pistol." It was very high and moving rapidly along the Cocheco 
River, disappearing in the direction of Gonic,N.H. (Manchester Union 
4-19). 

Other reports on the 18th were received from York Beach, Maine and 
Hampton N.H. by officials at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard on the heels 
of calls of sightings in the vicinity of the shipyard itself. Naval 
officers said that no government aircraft had been in the vicinity and 
that while they were impressed with the sincerity of the persons filing 
the reports, they could not account for the source of the vehicle 
(Manchester Union, 4-20). 

Sightings spread further into Maine on April 20th. Franklin Webb 
a nd t wo companions were driving home from Yarmouth when_they saw an air­
plane between Freeport and Brunswick (Haverhill, Ma. Gazette, 4-20). 

The Laconia, N.H. Democrat (4-20) reported that a flying machine 
had been seen sailing over the area during the past week. One witness 
said t hat the machine carried two green lights. 

Residents of North Conway, N.H. reported mysterious lights near 
Kearsarge mountain on the 24th. The lights rose and fell in long curves 
as if an aviator was maneuvering around the summit (Manchester Union, 4-26). 

Charles Churchill, proprietor of the Brookfield, N.H. Stock Farm, 
reported an aircraft at 12:30 AM, April 30th. Awakened by the noise of 
a whirring motor, Chur c hil l arose to see an airplane circling Tumble Down 
Di c k mountain. A small light could be seen, seemingly signaling towards 
Portsmout h . It remained in the area for 15 minutes before moving off 
towards Ossipee, N.H.(Portsmouth Herald, 5-1). 

An hour earlier reports from Wolfeboro, N.H. on Lake Winnipesauke 
of aircraft noise but no visual sighting were received. (Manchester Union, 
5-1 ) . 

Other scattered reports were evident in 1917. On March 24th, A.H. 
Foster, a resident of Rollinsford, N.H., reported an aircraft soaring 
over the sout heast section of town at 11:00 PM. The object first caught 
Foster's attention by its noise, then he caught sight of it by the interr­
upted trail of fire from its exhaust. It could be seen above some low­
hanging rain clou ds (Foster's Daily Democrat, 3-24). 

In July, residents of Haverhill, Massachusetts were startled by the 
appearance of a mysterious airplane on the 8th. It passed over the city 
towards Salem, N.H. shortly after 9:00 PM. It returned a half-hour later 
speeding towards Portsmouth. Police headquarters was deluged for an hour 
with calls about the visitor. One man said that as the object passed 
near Crystal Lake in Haverhill, he could hear a sound like the crack of 
a high-powere d rifle (Manchester Union, 7-9) 

Another New Hampshire report on August 11th came from a woman at 
the Franklin Depot train station, who could see the searchlight of an 
airship high in the 8ir. No noise could be discerned. Other people at 
the depot saw the same thing, described as large and flying north along 
the Merrimac River. 

There was no lack of possible explanations for the mystery aircraft. 
The Boston Herald (4-14) expressed the fears of many that the aviator was 
German and that he was flying out of a secret base near Gonic, N.H. The 
thinking was that since sightings were reported near Gonic and that the 
thick woods around the town could hide a cache of bombs, this was a likely 
area to look for an answer. 

The Concord, N.H. Monitor (4-18) reported that there wasn't a clue 
as to whether the aviator was an amateur or an enemy. No evidence of overt 
hostile activity was apparent and night flying had been prohibited due 
to the war. Captain William Howard, commandant of the Portsmouth Shipyard, 
said (Manchester Union, 4-20) of the aviator that,"It may be stated off-
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MYS'fiiY AIRCRAfl' . 
. ·cAij~Es ~EXCIT,~MENT 

IN AYERS VILLAGE Fired On at Portsmouth; 

NavY Hen Ask Facts 

Vlalona Of an enemy air raid gave Ha­
verhill the arutut war .ca!'8 It hu had 
alnce the opening of heatllltl .. with Get"'­
many, Sund~y night, ~f)eft a myn.loua 
.. roplane wat atQhtH hovertng over 1 
A,-.ra VIllage; ftve mil" from the centre, 

1
. 

In the dlretol~n Of RHklngham Park, N. 
H., where the U. a. army englnHr corpa 
haa a tralnlna caMp. 

That an afl"oraft of eome deecrlptlon 
waa actually . aeen the~ .. .,. no dou~ 
for the atory hu _bNn ~d br half a dozen 1 
peraona realdlng In the 'VIcinity of the vii-, 
lage \hat they poafltvefy aaw the aeareh­
lght or the machine ~amlng among the; 
clouda, while aome •A7 that exploelone, 
ruembllng the whlrrln.a or a motor, were 
heard. 

Following dlsro\'ery o! the ~;trange craft 
the greatest excitement was olluaed . After 
circling a.round over the village tor 15 
minutes the machine dlaappeared as sud­
denly u It ha.d come and no further tra.ce 
of it hu been dlecovered. Not the l!ltght­
eat explanation o! the «:,aM has been dis­
covered nor has there besn a.nything to 
account for the presence of the machine. 
The cue Wlled with similar reports that 
have been made In va.rloua parts of New 
E~land, where str&n&'e a.lrcra.tt had 
been sighted durlns the night. 

Sydney Welch, who Uvea on Liberty 

latreet. a. mlle from Ayers VIllage ~ntre, 
was one of the nret to dlacover the air­
plane. He wu prepa.rl~ to l'etlre short­
ly after 10 o'clock wh,n .:ile aa.w the ll&"ht 
moving acrol!ll the ficJ"'. ~~n· ll«ht contin­
ued to circle ba.ck a~ forth and occuton­
ally a mufned. exploaloll ~ heard, Jn­
dlca.tlng that a.n a-erop~;-.,..a ma.klng 
obaervatloM above ~e, 't!JJqe. 'Wt~lch 
fmmec!iately teleJ?h~n~et' . ~- J)pllee · llead­
qu~era ·and 119ti4~ -~ .&.'\11-. ' - ·. u' (":- • 11~~~;1.-~;{he·· ·~~~er 
cOrps• trainln~ ret.m•: l• ooly & few mJI~a 
!rom where. the airplane W1lll · .n.ht.ed &nd 
th& a.cttone ·of the ma-chine tndlca.tfl<l th~.t 
the pilot wall . ma.kln~ obserya.ttonl!, Cap· 
t~in Sullivan immedl&t~ly communicated 
with the commanding omcer at the train­
Ing ca.mp and informed him to be on the 
lookout for the craft. The capta.ln lll110 
notlf\t>rt Ca.ptaln John D. Hardy ot Co. F . 

'Vhen wa.mlnr waa received trom the 
polir.e, guards were posted about the 
park a.nd & close watch kept thl'ourhout 
the nl~ht but no further evidence of the 
al lane waa found. 

After warning the training e&.mp Cap­
tain 1 sullivan 11ent Sergeant Charles D. 
Jones sn<! omcer William H. Foren to 
Avers VIllage In the pollee outo to ln­
v~stlgate the report 11.nd attempt to dis· 
rover fur~her traces of the aircraft. 
when the ·omcer~ arrived In the v111ag~ 
the aeroplane had dlsappeR'rP.d but Ser­
geant Jones interviewed \V_elch, who rt>­
iterated hit~ prevloua report to Captain 

Sullivan and declared that he wa.s certain 
that h ·e had 11een ·an a.eroplane. 

The ta.mlly o! Charles Wright, who live 
on Liberty 11treet, also· told the polleemen 
of ha.vtng seen .the 11earchllght in the sky, 
while Welch's daughteu. Ha.ninah and 
Viola., ·who were a.t a. camp &t Cryatlr1 
Jake, 11aJd that bealdes ~reeing the light 
they ha.d heard a shot. 

Later, Atty. Mlcha.al R. Sullivan told 
the l)Oltce...dfat he had a.l8o seen the mys­
terious l!e&rchllght. A"tty. Sulllva.n ha.s 
been tnvestlga.ttng the dlsappea.rance of 
Miss Lyle W. Sa.ndeMJon, and WIUJ at the_ 
home of the· S&ndeMJon ra.mUy on Tal· 
muth 1\~nu'e. ' 

He w6,a on the plana oC the hou11e, pre­
paring to take a, ca.r downtown. when, 
he 1'!8.yS, he UW the strange ll«ht high UP 
in the aky and travelling In the direction 
of Rosemont. He ealle<1 thtJ a.ttentlon o! 
MIAe Crockett to the li.cht, but thousht 
nothing more or · it, bellevlniJ tha.t it 
might have 'been the renect10n Of a trol· 
ley car aea.rchlfght, until he learned of 
the dlscoTery of the U~t. a.bove AyeMJ· 
Vllla.p. 

. PORTSMO UTH. N' . H ., April 13.-Com­
mandant William I.. . Howard of tho 
Portomouth l'ia\'Y Yard today aok od 
the co-operation of the pr,..._s In chf'ck­
ln~r up pn -. rtpo'rt by Na.llonal GuardS· 
me-n. •ta.\loned ~ri a brtdce near here. 
that \bey hail nred on an airplane 
whieh new over tk• elty laot night. 

It . wae ese•ntl&1. Commandant How· 
ard ILid , to det•rmlne whethor the 
crart was operated by an A mer1ean 

I 
aviator. F.:vecy ertort was being made 
t<r traea the machine. he uid, and por­
enn• h&vlnr any · Information of Ho 
mo,·ementa were r&Queat~d to communl-

1 ~ ~to with locLI nLval omeio.i•. 1 

/3b>~ l~sv 
,. ~,_~-f ~~c~ 'I 
1-.SAY THEY.DISTINCTLY I 

. .- SAW· AN. AIRPLANE ! 
BF!I'l'SI\' t('K, ~le . , Aprll ' 20.-I"rani<· 1 

lin (~ \\'ebb l .odlo.Y reported ,lhat;. he and j 
two othe-r ptr.,ou~ tli@LineUy '"""' an 
1\irplo.ne between Freeport and Brtlns · . 
wlo.k~ last nl~ht While th•Y were return .. 
Ina- from Y&rmouth by 1\UlomobJie. ! 
Re•ldenu of· Bl\th. · It Ja !:<!Called . ..... l 
ported that .the,..· saw Art"' a1rp1a.ne aev. , 
eral· weeks a~:o between' Balll Rnd 
lJronowtck..· . · . , · .. i . ' , 1 

,~,/( ;J1Q_ 
Gau:tfe_ 

;J'Jfr ~ !? t7 

~osPrV Asv 
ftr.~l ~ (?f/ 
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I OFFICER'S AIR FLIGHT I 
STARTS EXCITEMENT 

I t. lrulo.:nant Go<lfrry t •. Ca bot. nytnc In 
I h i :-~ h)drophtne o\·~r thn \ ' lclnlty o( ('o .. 
• h ... ~~d ye•t('rda~·. rau:-<f"rt nU klndl!l or re· 

I ~ort =' to C'Ome to th t Charleatown nav)· 
,·o.rd . For Aome lillie time Lieutena..nt 

1 E. 0. Blt.k .. lee, In cornm.t.n4 of U.e 
r;o.~lo. ,..aa bu~ eMilln~ ~ ~he w lreleoe 

! ~t~tlons Klong the coast. making 1n-
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icially and emphatically that he is not in the government service." 
The Manchester Union (4-20) reported that an aviator, flying out 

of a base at the foot of Uncanooncus mountain within the last four months, 
conducted trial flights and studied atmospheric conditions in New Hamp­
shire, sometimes within eight miles of Manchester. The flyer was known 
however to locals and due to the fact that a local supply firm was unable 
to obtain crucial parts for the aircraft, he had not been in the area 
since early January. 

The Union again reported (4-26) that a "small party of strangers" 
had been seen in the area east of Kearsarge mountain, the location of 
mysterious light sightings on the 25th, fueling speculation that a secret 
airplane base was somewhere nearby. 

The Union (4-16) reflected back upon apparent reports in 1915 of 
a mystery plane seen several times near Lake Winnipesauke and having 
come from the direction of the Ossipee mountains. While the U.S. was not 
at war then, the thought at the time was that inhabitants of a secret 
German base might have been spying on Canada, which was at war via its 
relationship with Britain. 

Substantiation for this appeared in the New York Times (7-26-15) 
which reported on the widespread perception that northern New England 
was infested with German spies. It said that at least one sighting of an 
aircraft with a searchlight was reported near the Canadian border. A wire­
less radio base was said to have been found in the Maine woods near 
Canada, a site owned by Germans. "Suspicious" Germans were also said to 
have arrived in northern New Hampshire and Vermont towns. 

Readers of Just Cause might also recall discussion of New York/ 
Canada border overflights by mysterious aircraft on February 14, 1915, 
(see Just Cause, June 1992, page 5). Here too concerns were rife that 
Germans were launching intrusions into Canada from secret bases in the 
U.S. If all this were true about German secret bases in the U.S. it is 
a remarkably little-known bit of U.S. history. Imagine a major foreign 
military power having a clandestine base(s) within U.S. borders, launching 
operations against us and our neighbors! 

If this is not true, then who was creating these aerial scares? 
There does not seem to be evidence so far that particular domestic or 
foreign aviators were responsible for the mystery aircraft of either 
1915 or 1917. 

Were they mistakes? The editor of the Dover, N.H. Foster's Daily 
Democrat (4-17) felt that the incidents were due to "hallucinations." 
War hysteria was rampant at the time and alarm at the slightest innocuous 
event was quite pronounced. The Boston Post (4-22) reported that an early 
morn~ng lightning flash and subsequent thunder clap caused hoardes of 
citizens to call police believing that the Germans were conducting a naval 
bombardment of Boston. 

Further alarm was created (Brockton, Ma. Enterprise, 4-18) by reports 
of loud noises being heard off of the Massachusetts coast, leading to the 
belief that a major naval battle was underway. When contacted though, 
naval officials could not confirm such an event. A later call to the 
Charlestown Navy Yard in Boston (Enterprise, 4-21) revealed that a man 
blasting tree stumps for several days to make room for a golf course in 
Scituate, Mass. was likely responsible for the noises. 

The Lowell, Ma. Sun (4-18) asked, "Did an Airplane Pass Over Lowell 
Early Sunday Morning?" Residents near the Lowell/Chelmsford, Massachusetts 
border reported seeing an aircraft sweeping the sky shortly after 1:00AM 
on April 16th in the midst of the flap. The object carried a searchlight 
on it which revealed the outlines of the vehicle. Unfortunately, for those 
who thought that they had seen the mysterious aviator, the truth was that 
they had seen a telephone repairman on top of a pole with a spotlight to 

7 



illuminate his work area. As in any UFO flurry, many reports are ex­
plainable with enough information. 

Mistakes and misobservations aside, it seems that something unusual 
was being seen in the skies over New England in 1917, much akin to the 
airship observations of 1896, 1897, the New England flap of 1909, the 
British and New Zealand outbreaks of 1909, and the South African airships 
of 1914, which have been reported in UFO annals. Aliens? Not likely but 
certainly there is something here to tantalize those aviation buffs in­
terested in the mysteries of early flight. And UFOlogy has another air­
ship flap to add to the pre-Arnold folklore. 

RESEARCH NOTES 

---Do any of Just Cause's British readers have contemporary accounts 
of the famous "Angel of Mons" reports during World War I? For those un­
familiar with this, during a British retreat from Mons, France due to 
a German onslaught, numerous sightings of a peculiar light phenomena 
were reported by British troops. One of the accounts from August 28, 1914, 
said (London, Ont. Free Press, Oct. 6, 1915), "A lance-corporal, subsequen­
tly wounded and now in an English hospital, told his nurse of his exper­
ience on or about August 28; he declares that he saw in midair 'a strange 
light,' which became brighter until he could discern three shapes, one in 
the center having what looked like outspread wings; the other two were 
not so large, but were quite plainly distinct from the center one. They 
appeared to have a long, loose-hanging garment of golden tint, and they 
were above the German line facing us. Other men, he asserts, saw the 
vision. In other narratives the luminous cloud is always mentioned, and 
it is said in one that bright objects seemed to be moving in the cloud. 
The moment it appeared the German onslaught received a check. The horses 
could be seen rearing and plunging, and ceased to advance." 

The reports have been interpreted as either an apparition of the 
Virgin Mary, UFOs, or both, depending on who is doing the reporting. But 
being that it is an early report of a peculiar aerial phenomena of sorts, 
it would be interesting to know whether there are any more detailed, obj­
ective accounts of what had happened in the press of the day, or whether 
or not official British military records exist of the sighting reports. 

This editor recalls the affair being dramatized for a 1950s TV 
series called, "One Step Beyond," with the usual semi-fictionalization 
that goes with such productions. But based upon what is available, I 
have to think that more concrete records are sitting in a British govern­
ment archive somewhere, or that someone has already researched t his poss­
ibility. It is becoming increasingly evident that the World War I period 
is not exactly lacking in stories of aerial phenomena, aside from the 
usual stories one would expect from wartime activities. I plan to check 
further into this area. 

---I would like to thank Paul Hughes of Greenfield, New Hampshire for 
the initial leads on the 1917 New England flap. In the process of doing 
research into his hometown history, Hughes has volunteered to search for 
any peculiar UFO-type stories he may run across in the early 20th century. 
Such leads can develop into big stories, as one can see from this issue. 

---A FOIA request has been filed with the Federal Communications Comm­
ission in relation to records available on the October 30, 1938 "War of 
the Worlds" radio panic, plus other radio panics subsequent to this which 
have been reported periodically over the years. I have reason to believe 
that these incidents have had a much more profound effect upon government 
UFO policies in the early years than anyone realizes. This will be ex­
plored in a future issue of Just Cause. 
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